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FROM FIELD AND STUDY 


Ficld Wren in the Aibany Area.—Serventy and Whittell (Birds of 
Western Australia, 4th edn., 1967) give the western limits of the southern 
range of the Field Wren (Calamanthus fuliginosus) as Mt. Manypeaks and 
Two Peoples Bay. However I have seen one individual in coastal scrub 
west of Albany at Jimmy Newclls Harbour, 30-35 km W.S.W. of Two 
Peoples Bay. The date was 14 May, 1973. 


—M. K. TARBURTON, Carmel College. 


Redshank on North-west Coast.—On September 2, 1974 I was observ- 
ing wading birds at the muddy edge of a shallow salt lake about 1 kilo- 
metre north-east of Coral Bay when my attention was attracted by one odd 
sandpiper fceding with a large flock of Red-capped Dotterel (Charadrius 
ruficapillus). The following description was obtained using 10 x 50 binocu- 
lars at a range of about 25 metres with a good late afternoon light. 

Upper parts, nape and crown sandy brown; light “eyebrow”; dark line 
through eye; lower parts creamy white; bill straight, medium length, black; 
Icgs medium Icngth, very bright crimson; overall size about equal to Grey 
Plover (28 em). No eall noted. Flight low and dircct; rump and upper tail 
whitc, but with a narrow dark terminal band; wings with conspicuous white 
stripe on the uppcr surface. 

A positive identification may not be possible from these field notes, 
but it seems very likely that the bird was a vagrant Redshank (Tringa 
totanus). This is not usually regarded as an Australian species, but it does 
regularly migrate in August and September to the Malay peninsula, Sumatra, 
Borneo, Java and presumably the lesser Indonesian islands, and Christmas 
island, and is regarded as eommon on mudflats in these countries in the 
(southern) summer months. An occurrence at Coral Bay would imply that 
the normal migratory flight had been extended by about 1,500 kilometres. 


—L. E. SEDGWICK, -Geraldton. 


Moulting Mountain Ducks on Lake Preston.—The importance of 
the Yalgorup National Park, south of Mandurah, ineluding as it docs 
such large expanses of water as Lakes Clifton and Preston is widcly 
recognised as a haven for waterfowl, particularly during the summer 
and in ycars of severe drought (Jenkins. W. Aust. Nat., 12, 1971; 28). 


Probably because of its high salinity Lake Preston usually carries 
fewer birds than Lake Clifton, but the following report by the National 
Park Ranger, Mr. R. Chandler dated November 25, 1974 shows the 
particular importance of Lake Preston to the Mountain Duck (Tadorna 
tadornoides) and a strong reason for restricting the use of boats and 
particularly power boats in the area. 
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“During a routine patrol of Lake Preston on the morning of Thurs- 
day 14 November 1 was proceeding south along the lake about one 
mile south of the causeway to Preston Beach. 


1 observed a very large numbcr of Mountain Duck, on closer 
examination it was found that most of the birds were unable to fly. 
It appears as though a mass moult was being experienced by the birds. 


I continucd heading south and for about the next six milcs I found 
very large “rafts” of Mountain Ducks. As far as I could tell about 
one-third of the birds had eompleted the moult, one-third were well 
into it and the remaining third just commcneing to lose their feathcrs, 


Further patrols have been carricd out to this time to observe 
the birds, most of which have now departed. Only one large raft and 
one small onc werc observed at last cheek. 


Apparently Lake Preston is used by the birds to carry out some 
kind of special “Moult Migration”. To try and estimate the number of 
ducks from water Icvcl and with my limited experience was not pos- 
sible, the only honest remark I can make is that there were many 
thousands. 

I will attempt to obscrve this occurrcnee in future years to try 
and obtain more information. I have made enquirics amongst local 
people but no one secms to have any information that would help. 
Since the birds chose an isolated area and only remained for a relatively 
short time it is probable that this happens cach year and has remained 
unobserved.” 

That shelducks, a group to which our Mountain Ducks bclong, 
undergo “moult migrations” to safe bodies of sccluded water is only a 
comparatively recently discovered phenomenon. Thus the bulk of the 
British-brecding population of the European Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 
is now known to concentrate for moulting in the late summer on the 
coastal flats off the River Elbc in Germany. In Western Australia the 
habit first eame undcr notice in December 1964 when the English racing 
driver Donald Campbell was seeking a high speed rceord with his hydro- 
plane, “Blucbird”, on Lake Dumbleyung. He “was scriously impeded in his 
efforts by the presence of hundreds of moulting Mountain Ducks which 
could not be scared away as thcy were still flightless” (Scrvcnty & Whittell, 
Birds of Western Australia, 4th edn., 1967: 139). 

No doubt othcr open waters in Westcrn Australia will be discovercd 
to whieh this species resorts during its vulncrable moulting period. Dr. 
D. L. Serventy informs me that when investigating the new Pelican nesting 
colony at the sand island off the Yunderup Canals Scheme in Peel Inlet 
in 1974 he found several Mountain Ducks in the vicinity to be moulting. 
The period was betwecn October | and November 5. 

—C. F. H. JENKINS, Claremont. 


CORRECTIONS 

“Birds of thc Gibb Roek Area,” by E. H. Sedgwick, W. Aust. Nat. 
13 (1), July 1974: 7-14. The following corrcetions are nceessary: 

P. 8. In the list of “Observed order of appcarance of farmland species” 
the following dates require alteration: Australian Bustard, “Mareh 1967” 
should read “May 1968”. Willy Wagtail, “August 1967” should read “May 
1971”. Stubble Quail, “December 1968” should read “Deeember 1967”, 

P. 9. Under Stubble Quail the first date should read “1967” and not 
“1968.” 

“The Breeding Burrow of the Banded Ant-eatcr or Numbat (Myrme- 
cobius fasciatus), by P. Christensen, (W. Aust. Nat., 13 (2/3), March 31, 
1975: 32-34. Due to an oversight no allowance was made for the reduction 
of the original drawings in Figs. | and 2 on p. 33. In Fig. 1 the scale “I mm 
= 3 cm” should read “I mm = 6mm”, In Fig. 2 the scale “! mm = I cm” 
should read “1 mm = 1.5 em.” 
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